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HOMOPHOBIA HITS WOMEN’S DIVISION 


Joan Clark was fired from the staff of the Women’s Division of the United Metho- 
dist Board of Global Ministries last April 27 effective May 1. This was after seven 
years of competent and effective service. At the end of a study leave from Nov. 1978 
to March 1979 during which she documented : 5 5 
the effects of homophobia in church and Ind lanapol is in Autumn 
society, Joan submitédareport in which AFFIRMATION's fall meeting will be 
she affirmed her own lesbian orientation. held in Indianapolis, IN, from Friday 
This affirmation was the basis of her evening, Oct. 5 through Sunday noon, 
dismissal. Meeting with Joan on April 18, Oct. 7. The meeting place will be All 
the Division's personnel committee re- Saints Episcopal Church at 16th and 
quested and received her resignation. On Central streets. A United Methodist 
April 23 a closed session of the Women's Clergy caucus for Lesbian and Gay con- 
Division rejected the committee's recom- cerns will convene the preceding evening 
mendation and thus retained Joanon staff. Oct. 4. Registration information is given 
She withdrew het resignation on April 26. below. While fast-moving events may 


At a second closed session in Cincinnati dictate changes, the pre-agenda is: 
on April 27, the Division reversed itself Friday eve, Oct. 5-Speaker and reception 
and fired Joan Clark. Saturday, October 6 
Long an advocate of human rights, the 8:30-12:00 General Conference Train- 
Women's Division's vacilation and final ing and Logistics. 
capitulation to homophobia drew immediate 12:00-1:00 Lunch 
and spirited response in the media and in 1:00-3:00 Workshops on: 
the church press. Christianity and Crisis 1. Ministry options in the Gay Community. 
gave a full summer issue to the event , 2. Planning work on Gay/Lesbian issues. 
printing articles by Joan herself, by the 3. Doing ethics in the Gay Community. 
Rev. Carter Heyward anda supportive edit- 4. Local Church/District/Conference work. 
orial, Letters of strong protest went to 5S. Quietly Gay/Powerfully Effective. 
Women's Division president, Ms. Mai Gray 6. Primary Relationships. 
———— iv BRR 7. Working with Our Faniiies. 
rom, among others, members of the Board 8. Personal Support Communities. 
of Church and Society, John Hannay and 3:00-5:00 Business: Fund Raising, By- 
Paul Dirk Vandenberg. laws, Restructuring-Nominating Committee 
Hope has been expressed that the sub- Selection, other. 
stance of Joan's research will not be 7:00-8:00 Separate meetings of Women's 


lost inthe tumult and pain of her firing. Caucus and Men's Caucus. 


An understanding of homophobia in church Sunday, October 7 
and society promises to be a significant 9:30 Worship Service. 

breakthrough in the movement toward human Following: Taskforce or raniegad Eat = 
| liberation. erings as needed. BC LIVE) y 
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INDIANAPOLIS MEETING PREREGISTRATION FOR OCTOBER 5-6-7, 1979 
Ye PCCOLDD0DDIGCaIPS ODO KY 

Phone___ 

ZIP 


q need transportation from: Airport __—Bus | or Train 
Arrival date ofS Time += AM PM_~=S Flight # | _ on 

I would like to stay in someone's home: _—____ Yes ; 
Please make motel reservation for me: is ar 


station. 


MICHAEL ON SABBATICAL 

A one year sabbatical from the Ore- 
gon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church has been granted to the 
Rev. Michael Collins beginning June 23, 
1979. During this year Michael will be 
pursuing a program of study and travel 
related to ministries with and on behalf 
of gay men and lesbians in the United 
Methodist Church. The Conference's Board 
of Ordained Ministry recommended and the 
Annual Conference approved the sabbati- 
cal which will be carried out through 
Michael's work as co-coordinator for 
AFFIRMATION, United Methodists for Les- 
ian and Gay Concerns. 


A LETTER OF AFFIRMATION out of Dayton 
“Affirmation was just that for me - I 
have never known such support nor been 
with so many people who had such deep 
and committed involvements and basic be- 
liefs in human rights. The issue over 
Joan Clark's treatment has made me wonder 
if we are the only people in the world 
who at least work at understanding diver- 
sity. At first I felt the Affirmation 
meeting had been in vain, but I have 
since decided that Affirmation may be the 
only support we have and that we all need 
each other more than ever. Perhaps by 
building our strengthandthen aligning 


ourselves with other human rights organ- 


izations we can really move toward crea- 
ting change. 2 


$1,000 BENEFIT FOR AFFIRMATION 
The Rev. Paul Abels, pastor of Wash- 


ington Square United Methodist Church | ini) 


New York City 1 On 

on May 30 netting. approximately $1, 000 
for AFFIRMATION. In addition tomusical 
entertainment, the evening’ 8 benefactors 
heard from Dick Cash of AFFIRMATION and 
from the Rev. Dr. G. WwW. Webber , president 
of meet York Theological Seminary and 


Dick pg 
spere of | 
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lesbian/gay human rights issues 


“Spanteh version is in the works eae : 


civil rights worker & advocate 


the unknown, vis 


IN THE MIDST OF PAIN THERE IS HOPE 

Joan Clark's "coming out” on first 
appearance looks like a tragic mistake, 
both to her personally and to those who 
are concerned about lesbian/gay issues. 
However ,jher firing was far from ‘the end 
of it', despite the hopes of those who 
wish to rid the church of "the homosex- 
ual problem". 

Joan's coming out and the consequen- 
tial firing has, possibly more than any 
other single event ,led toa higher aware- 
Ness, discussions, and the motivation of 
persons to become more actively involved 
in struggles for civil and human nights 
of gays. 

Several invitations have come to Mich- 
ael Collins and Peggy Harmon as a direct 
result of Joan's coming out. The Women's 
Division held two Human Sexuality Work- 
shops for Women's Division Board members, 
staff, and deans and assistant deans of 
Regional Schools of Missions. Michael 
served as a resource person on homosexu- 
ality at the first workshop and Peggy at 
the second. Following this Peggy received 


and accepted invitations to serve as re- 
source person on Human Sexuality at the 


West Gulf and the South Atlantic Region- 
al Schools of Missions. Joan Clark Tte- 
sourced the Midwest Regional School. 


Many people are questioning and are — 
_ seeking more information. 


Joan's coming out. This event has brought 


attention of PARYer Pee 


search for a Seabe later into (Korean i 
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